Recording Mature Cow

Weights

Mature Cow Weight EBVs are an estimate of the
genetic difference in cow weight at five years of
age and are based on the weights recorded for
cows at the same time as the 200 day weights are
recorded for their calves.

WHY SHOULD MATURE COW WEIGHT
INFORMATION BE RECORDED?

The weight of mature cows in a commercial beef
enterprise has a considerable influence on
profitability. In particular, mature cow weight will
have a major effect on:

e Cow Feed Requirements —in general, lighter
cows will tend to eat less and consequently
have lower feed requirements and be less
expensive to maintain.

e Cull Cow Values —the major determinant in
the value of cull cows in a commercial herd
will be live weight. Consequently, heavier
cows may provide higher returns from the
sale of cull cows.

Achieving an appropriate balance between cow
feed requirements and cull cow values is an
important consideration for beef producers.

HOW DO | RECORD MATURE COW WEIGHT?

Mature Cow Weight EBVs are calculated from the
live weight performance of mature cows.

BREEDPLAN will only analyse the weight of a
mature cow if the cow has a calf with a valid 200
day weight recorded (i.e. calf aged between 80 —
300 days of age), and this 200 day weight was
recorded within two weeks of when the mature
weight of the cow was taken.

In practice, it is recommended that you collect
the mature weight for a cow at the same time
you are recording the 200 day weight of her calf.
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WHAT CONSIDERATIONS SHOULD BE MADE
WHEN RECORDING MATURE COW WEIGHT
INFORMATION?

e Mature cow weights should be recorded to
the nearest kilogram.

e As with all weights, mature cow weight
should be recorded using appropriate (and
accurate) scales. Do not guess or estimate
mature cow weights or use measuring tapes
to calculate mature cow weight. Either weigh
the cows using appropriate scales or don't
record mature cow weights.

e BREEDPLAN can analyse up to four mature
cow weights for each cow. Rather than trying
to guess whether a cow has had four weights
taken previously, it is recommended that you
weigh all cows when taking 200 day weights
on their calves. The BREEDPLAN analysis will
sort out for you which of the mature cow
weights can be analysed.

e For temperate breeds, BREEDPLAN will only
analyse a mature cow weight if the cow is
older than 2.4 years of age (870 days) at
weighing. For tropical breeds, this age is 3.0
years (1090 days).

e BREEDPLAN will only analyse the mature cow
weight performance of a cow if her first valid
mature cow weight has been taken before
she is six years of age (2200 days). If she is
older than this, then none of her mature
weights will be analysed.

e ltis essential that correct management group
information is recorded with mature cow
weight performance.

Management groups work slightly differently
for mature cow weights. If no management
group information is defined for a set of
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mature cow weights, the BREEDPLAN analysis
will use the management groups submitted
with the 200 day weights of their calves to
sub-group the weights of the cows. Therefore,
if you have correctly recorded the
management group information with the 200
day weight performance for your calves, then
you only need to assign a different
management group to a cow that has
experienced an effect on her weight that is
different to that experienced by her calf. For
example, if the cow was injured/sick or has
been supplementary fed.

If both the mature cow weights and the 200
day weights for their calves are submitted
without management group information, the
BREEDPLAN analysis will assume all cows and
calves have been run under similar
management conditions.

Optionally, cow condition score can also be
submitted with mature cow weight
information. While cow condition scores are
not currently included in the BREEDPLAN
analysis, they may be used in the calculation
of Mature Cow Weight EBVs in the future.
Breeders wishing to record cow condition
score should use the method outlined in the
Recording Cow Condition Score tip sheet,
available in the Help Centre on the
BREEDPLAN website.
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HOW DO | SUBMIT MATURE COW WEIGHT
INFORMATION?

Mature cow weight information can be submitted
to your BREEDPLAN processing centre using any
of the following methods:

e The BREEDPLAN paper mature cow weight
forms (forms can be requested by contacting
staff at your BREEDPLAN processing centre).

e The BREEDPLAN compatible Microsoft Excel
template (available to download in the Help
Centre on the BREEDPLAN website).

e A BREEDPLAN compatible herd recording
computer program.

e The web services area offered on some breed
society websites.

Please see the Methods of Submitting Data to
BREEDPLAN tip sheet, available in the Help_
Centre on the BREEDPLAN website, for further
information.

For more information regarding how to record
mature cow weights or Mature Cow Weight
EBVs in general, please contact staff at your
BREEDPLAN processing centre.

@ 1 E, Scan the QR code or click
H._ ®  here to view a short video
on recording this trait
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